SECTION I. USE OF ENGLISH

Task 1. For questions 1-15 choose the option which forms a common collocation.

Last week well over a thousand people (1) took place/took part in our local round-the-city 10-kilometre fun run. This kind of race doesn’t normally (2) appeal to me/amuse me, as, frankly, I’m not really (3) cut out for/right for long distance running. But I’ve got two friends who are dead keen runners and who keep going on about the (4) beneficial/positive effects of running. So I decided to run, partly for that reason and partly to (5) earn/raise money for charity. Friends and colleagues agreed to (6) sponsor/support me, and pay for each mile I completed. Well, I hadn’t done much training for the big event, and after two kilometers I was (7) gasping/panting for breath, so I settled down to a slow jog and resigned myself to plodding along with the (8) strugglers/stragglers at the back of the race. At least I finished, and was very pleased with myself, as I didn’t need to stop. I timed myself with a stop-watch, and reckon I (9) crossed/ran over the finishing line in 43 minutes – not bad for a novice. The heat proved too much for a few people who’d gone off too fast for their capabilities and ended up (10) suffering from/showing exhaustion. Apparently, the course was very fast, and both of my friends ran a (11) personal best/personal record. The winner (12) surpassed/broke the course record. I was actually vey impressed with the whole event; the organization was first-class, with medical volunteers (13) on duty/on standby throughout, and drinks (14) stops/stations every few kilometers of the route. So now the charity of my choice is £150 the richer, and as for me, I’m well and truly bitten by the running bug. I go running with my friends regularly now, and I’m actually starting to (15) catch up with/get near to them! 

Task 2. Complete the gaps in questions 16-19 by finding one word which fits in all three sentences. 
E.g. Later in the programme we have highlights of two matches played earlier today. Ajax met Juventus while Barcelona took on Porto. 
The weightlifter who allegedly took performance-enhancing drugs has been named today.  
On my doctor’s advice, I took up yoga in order to recreate. 

(16)	The transfer of Mario Rossi to Manchester United has been approved by the _____ of directors.
	The new pool has a slide, water chute and diving _____ .
	In any game of chess, the queen is the most powerful piece on the whole _____ .

(17)	Right now Evans is very _____ in confidence; she needs to start winning a few races again.
	There was a disappointingly _____ turnout for the youth club’s open day.
	When you’re cycling up a steep hill, you need to be in a _____ gear.

(18)	_____ the earth down around the roots after you’ve planted the flower.
	Jim’s father took him into the middle of the pool and showed how to _____ water.
	I’ve got my new photos drying out on the bathroom floor, so whatever you do, don’t _____ on them!

(19)	Unbelievable – what an amazing _____ around! Smith has come from behind to take the gold medal!
	As I’d never played this card game before, the others let me have another _____ and Welton showed a ____ of speed that left his opponents for dead. 


Task 3. For questions 20-33 complete the text with one suitable word in each gap, as in (0).  
	  
 The relationship between the British royal family and the popular press is curios, to (0) say the least.  In many respects the press has yet to realize that the royals are indeed the goose that lays the golden eggs. Royal scandals and royal divorces illustrated with tasteless photographs and supported by the worst of journalistic excess have proved to be just the thing (20) _____ raising newspaper circulations. The same papers that oozed sentimentally over royal weddings, (21) ___ drooled over idealized princesses, later went out of their way to hound various royals into separation or divorce. Every photograph became a contribution to (22) _____ new rumour or other; even private telephone conversations were printed on the front page. (23) _____ the press has yet to realize is that (24) _____ intrusions into the privacy of members of the royal family have also helped to create an atmosphere in (25) _____ the very existence of the monarchy has been called into question. The prestige of the royal family has undoubtedly suffered. And how could this not (26) _____ so when their lives have been turned (27) _____ some absurd opera? Just (28) _____ the press feeds the illusion that the characters on television, those awful creeps in ‘Eastenders’ and ‘Neighbours’, are somehow ‘real people’, so it has reduced the royal family to the status of (29) _____ series of cardboard characters. And if you are secretly  thinking, ‘Well, that’s what they are, anyway,’ perhaps you are yet (30) _____ victim of this illusion. There are real issues still (31) _____ be debated about the role, and indeed the survival , of the royal family, issues to which the popular press has hardly contributed. If the monarchy (32) _____ lose its constitutional role, the press will be largely to blame. And ironically, it will then (33) _____ lost one of its main circulation boosters, and killed off its golden goose for good.  


Task 4. For questions 34-40 choose an option from A-D which best completes each sentence.

34	I’m in a bit of a _____ as to what to wear to the wedding.
	A loss			B quandary		C problem		D bewilderment

35	It seems our application has been refused _____ .
	A point blank		B bull’s eye		C carte blanche	D about face

36	It was a long dispute with neither side giving _____ easily.
	A clearance		B ground		C inch			D hand

37	The _____ of the trouble was the decision to allow non-members into the club.
	A stem			B mould		C root			D trigger

38	Van Gogh suffered from depression _____ by overwork and ill-health.
	A brought out		B coming about	C taken up		D put through

39	The current crisis should _____ as a warning not to be overconfident in the markets.
	A link			B serve		C strike		D perform

40	The shoplifter claimed she had every _____ of putting the goods back.
	A purpose		B aim			C hope			D intention
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